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To the KING moſt xccllent 


MAIES THE; 


Humbly defiring Your moſt Gracious e Majeſiy, 


to take theſe Fropoſaizons into your Princely conſideration, 


The Preſervation of Your Majeſtie Royal Perſon, 
Crown and Dignity ; The Preparing of the Fiſhing Trade; 


Maintenance of the Peer; Preſerving of Peace and Safety of 
the King domes, 


Hat Your Mie would be pleaſed, that an Act ay 
> be prepared, to lacotpotate all Hundreds in England 
and Walcs 23 a body Corporate, onely for the pre- 

paring of Work houſes in every Hundred for the ſet- 
ting of the Poor on work; and Work- houſes in every Pariſh 
for all Poor people and Idle perſons to be ſet on work in cve- 
ry Pariſh, and ſuch Work houſes in every Pariſh and Hundred 
to be erected and built in ſuch convenient places on every 
Lords wait, ot other places, as two Juſtices ofthe Peace, one 
to be of the, D, together with the aſſiſtance of the Ma- 
ſters and W ardens of every Work houſe in every Hundied, 
and of the High Conſtables, Conſtables, Church-wardens, and 
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Headboroughs, in every Pariſh,in every Hundred, ot thema-- 


jor part of them ſhall think fit and convenient. 

That all Pariſh ſtocks, and other gifts, and levies, and other 
gifts for the maintenance of the Poor, may be laid out and im- 
ploied in buying of uemp, Flax, Timber to be hewed for boards, 
and Veſlells and old Ropes for making of Occom for Ships , 
Wheeles, and other neceſlaties for Spinning of Yarn, for Nets, 
and Cloath for Sales, Cords, Ropes fit for Cables, and other 
ſmall Ropes, and other Tackle for ſhips, and boards and Hoops 
for Veſlcls, and other Commodities tor Fiſhing, and for Mer- 
chants; and thatevery week or moneth (as occaſion ſhall re- 
quite) the ſame to be conveyed to the grand Work houſes in 
every hundred, there to be made into {mall Ropes fit for Ca- 
b'es, and other Ropes, Nets, Sa ls. Boards for Veſſels, and o- 
ther Tackle for ſhips, Buſſes for Fiſhing; with power for the 
bodies Corporate in every Hundred to ſee the Work-houſe 
and Poorin every Pariſh to be ſet on work, and provided for 
with neceſſaties. 

That the Timber ſitted ſot Buſſes, Small Ropes, Varn ſot 
Nets, Cloth for Sails, and other Cloth for your tienes (ere 
vice, for Soldiers, Poor people, and other neceſlaries, except 
the Cloth for the Poor, be ſent to Londen, and other Seaport 
Towns into the W ork-houſes prepared for your es (er. 
vice, for the making and fitting of Buſſes, Ropes, Sails, Cables, 
Nets, and other Tackle for Ships, and there to be made ſit ro 
be ſold and dclivered tor the uſe of your Ae, and the 
Merchants at ſuch rates and prices, as ſhall be thought firing, 
to buy them) and the money or Commodities to be returned 

to every grand Work-houſe from whence they come: And 
that true and ſpeedy return may be made to every Work- 
houſe in every Hundred, from whence they ſhall be ſent, and 
to be paid to the Poor of every Pariſh and W ork-houſe. 

Thar in every grand Work-houſe in every Hundred there 


be provided neceſſary Lodgings ſor all ſuch perions as ſhall be 
| found 
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found idle & a begging; and for ſuch perſons as ſhall be there 
ſent : and that no ſingle perſon be ſuffered to live out of ſervice 
without ability to maintain themſelves, or their parents or 
friends maintain them. 

That if any perſon fo ſent to ſuch Work houſes depart 
without Licence, ſuch perſons to be apprehended, and there 
to temain and work for one whole year without Bail ot Main- 
pie, ot tobe immediately tranſported to your AHyzeftres Gar- 
riſons and Plantations beyond the Seas: and that if any perſon 
whatſoever knowingly ſhall harbour ſuch perſons, or give te- 
lieſ to ſuch perſons, ſuch perſons ſo harbouring or relieving, 
to pay 407. for every night lo harbouring, or giving relief to 
ſuch perſons, to the Treaſurer of every Work- houſe within 
the Hundred, where ſuch offence is committed for the utc of 
the Poor, 

That there be all manner of Trades-men provided in the 
— Work houſe in every Hundred and Corporation, as 

all be thought meet. as Hewers of Timber for Buſſes, Rope- 
makers, Smiths, Kaittets of Nets, Weavers of Cloth for Sailes, 
and other cloth and Commoditics, and other Trades, as well 
for Ships and Buſſes for Fiſhing, as for other things. 

That no Commodities or Merchandiſes whatſoever con- 
cerning any handecraft Trade which can be made in Eg, 
(except Silk and Linnen Cloth) be brought over under penal. 
ty of Fellony, and forfeiture of Ship and Goods, and all prohi- 
bited goods, which are to be tranſported, be alſo under the 
ſame penalty; and that no Forraigner or Alien be ſuffered to 
work as Maſter upon any prerence in any Trade whatſotvet 
out ofthe grand Work houtcs incvery Hundred, under penal. 
tie of one whole years working in every grand Work-houſcin 
every Hundred, or Corporation where they fo work. 

That all young Children, whoſe parents and friends are 
not able to maintain them without relief, be brought up ia c- 
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very Pariſh in the Work-houſe, and taught to read Znglib; 
and after they attain the age of $, or 9. years be bound to 
Trades in every grand W ork-houſc in every hundred, where 
they ſhall be born , and there to ſerve in the ſeveral grand 
W ork-houſes, as they are Capable for: and when they attain 
to age, to be capable to bear Armes, may be diſciplined there. 
in; and aſtet they attain to be capable ( may be ſent)j ſome to 
be brought up & tent into Buſſes for Fiſhing , orhers into your 
Ma flies Ships, others into Merchant men. as occaſion ſhall 
require; and others to continue in their ſeveral I tades in the 
ſeveral grand Work-houlcs in every hundredas (hall be thought 
meet ſo that there be conſtantly able work-men in every grand 
Work-bouſe, & them to have ſuch maintenance a+ ſh I be thought 
meet, untill they arc capable to work and live oi themiclves, 

That care may be taken to ſet reaſonable prices upon all 
manner of Works for the Hewing of Timber for Buſſes, ma- 
king ot Nets, Cords, Ropes, Cables, Sails, Guns, Muskers, and 
other Armes , Boards for Veſſcls, and Veſſels fit for Filhing, 
and other Commodities ſo made both for Fiſhing , and the 
uſe of your Aer ſletvice, and of the Merchants and that 
every Work houſe in every Pariſh, and work-houſe in every 
Hundred, be every week duly paid , for their work tor the ber- 
ter maintenance of the Poor, and their encouragement in 
working, out of the grand Stock of the Pati ſhes and hun- 
dreds, and out of ſuch theit work and other aflellements in the 
ſaid Pariſhes. 

That all monies already tailed, or hereafter ſhall be raiſed 
for the ſetting forth and preparing for the tr:de of Fiſhing , be 
paid into the ic vetal Treaſurers to be appointed over every 
Work.houſe and $'ore-houſle in every Port Town, there to be 
imployed for the making of Buſſes for Fiſhing, Cables, Ropes, 
Nets, Vellcls, Boards hewed for barrels and other Veſſels and 
Commodities, and Tackle for Ships , belonging to your A- 

folie, and the Trade of Fiſhing , and Merchants, or others 
which ſhall buy chem. That 


— 
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That the Conſtables Headborough, and Over · ſeers of eve- 
ry Pariſh and Tithings, take care to fend twice every week, or 
oftner to every Nobleman, Gentleman, and Farmers houlc 
for their broaken meat, and other their benevolence, rowards 
the bettet maintenance ofthe poor people ſo ſet on work, and 
which are ſick» and not able to do any manner of work. 

That if there be any poor people abuſe each other in words 
or otherwiſe, ſo that it cauſe a diſturbance, that ſuch perſons 
be apprehended, and the FaQt tryed by witneſſes before two 
Juſtices of the Peace, and the Maſters and Wardens appointed 
over every Work houſe in every Hundred where every fuch 
offence is committed, and that what puniſhment they decree 
ot order the ſame to be put in execution. 

That an Ad be made and paſſed, that after atime no Engliſh 
Merchant, or others, may briug over or buy any Cables, Nets, 
Sails, Cords, or other Tackle for Ships, or other Commoditics 
made in the ſeveral W ork-houles, except for their neceſlaries 


In their Voiages, bat out of your Mrajefies warchoules , and 


that your A Officers afford them to the Merchants and 
other Trades-men at ſome convenient cheaper rate then they 
can bring them over from beyondthe Seas into England. 

That if there be any want of Hemp and Flax » and not ſufhi- 
cient brought over for the ſupply of the work of the Poor, and 
other Trades-men » that then every Farmer which holdeth a- 
ny Farm ofthe Rent of 20/1. per. an. and ſo for every bigger or 
leſſer Farm, accordiug to the tate » be enjoined to ſow two a- 
cres of Hemp and Flax every year ; to the end there be no want 
of Hemp and Flax: this tobe performed upon ſome penaltie, 
or otherwiſe, according to the old Statutes aud Laws to fow 
Hemp and Flax. 

That all Scaport Towns» and other Towns and Pariſhes 
within forty miles diſtant from them, be compelled to fer forth 
Buſfes and other Veſſels (according to the Abilities of them 
for Fiſhing ; and that for the bettet accompliſhing of it , that 

your 
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your Afjrſtic be pleaſed to give order that the Survey of your 
Majrftics Seas taken in the Reign of King Richerd the Second, 
and other Surveys of your Ae Seas, be look d into. 

That no idle perſon, or Almes people or beggers be ſuffered 
to be idle, or goe out of his, het, or their Pariſh or abode, 
without a ſuſſicient Certificate from the Miniſter, Conſtable, 
or Church wardens, for their good behaviour ; nor be (ſuffered 
to begge in the ſtreers, or Pariſh, or at any mans houſe; and 
that no Pedler, I inker, or other perſons, be ſuffered to wan- 
der or travell out of their Pariſh, except ſuch as be ſent unto, 
without licence from two Juſtices of the peace, and the Ma- 
ſters and Watdens of every grand Work- houſe in every Hun- 
dred, upon pain of z, months working in every grand Work- 
houſc in the Hundred where they ſhall be ſo taken ; and that 
every grand work-houſe have their Scal belonging to their 
Corporation, that ſo it may be known to be the Seal of ſuch a 
grand Work-houlc. 

That care be taken that therebe ſufficient Fiſh brought into 
England for the ſupply of your cAtagefties Subjects before any 
be tranſported beyond the Seas; and that your A Store- 
houſe for your Ar ,jjNNavy be alwaics furniſhed for your 
MajeHties lervice , and that Cent and all Fiſb-dayes, and Foſfting- 
dayes be ducly kept, and that if any Cook or Victualling houie 
preſume to dteſſe any Fleſh on cithet of the laid dayes except 
for ſick perſons by the Doctots and Apothecaries approba- 
tions, or for ſick perſons which cannot ſubliſt withour, be for 
every ſuch offence ſent to the grand Work-houſe , there to 
work one whole week tor ſuch their oftence, by which 
means all Fiſhermen will be cacouraged to E-ſh; your Aye 
flies Seas will be alwaies Orcngrhened; and your Kingdomes 
kept in ſafetys aud Corn will be ſowed more then it is. 

i hat all poor Travellers and Souldiers that ate to trave 
into theit own Countries , may be rclicved at the grand Work 
houſcs in evety Hundred, or Work-houlſes in every Pariſh , .. 


the end that their neceffities may berelieved, and the avoid- 
ance of pilphering: and tar py barer. ot goe out 
of their way, then to be (et on workin the grand Work- hou ſe 
in every Hundred for ſome convenient time, and then to have 
cotte chou, and be ſent trom Pariſh to Pariſh to the place of 
their birth or laſt inhabitant, and there be ſet on work; and 
if any perſon te ſuſe to yield obedience , then ſuch perſons to 
be 


tranſported. 
That Alchoulc-keepers, and all other houſe keepers in eve- 
ry Pariſh or Corporation that ſhall have any Lodger, or other 
$ charſhall lodge in his or her houſe, be enjoined to give 
time to time the names and places from whence they 
came, of all his and her Lodgers, and other perſons that ſhall lie 
or inhabite in their houſes, to the Conftable or other Othcers 
in every Pariſh, and ſuch perſons be enjoined to give an ac- 
count how, and which wayes he, ſhe, ot they live; or in de- 
faulr thereof ſuch houſe keepers to forfeit the ſumme of 
to the poor, for every ſuch default; 
& if ſuch Lodger refuſc to give an account of his life & Con- 
verlation . then fuch Lodget to be fent to the grand Work- 
houſe, there to remain at work till he, ſhe, or they find ſuth- 
cient ſuretics for his or her behaviours and that every Conſta- 
ble, Churchwarden Tithing-men , and other Officers, be er- 
joined under ſome penalty to ſee all things performed within 
his Pariſh, and the High Conſtable in every Hundred under a- 
no ther penalty. to ſee the petty Conſtables and other Officers 
perform their Durics. 

— — according to the ancient 
Laws of chis to put down all Gaming Ordinaries , 
and that all bonds and other ſecurities whatſoever for any mo- 
ney loſt at play be void; & that if any man under & which have 
not the yearly value of 100 f per * play for above 5 5. at one 
tune, forfcit to the ule of the poor treble the 
value of ſuch ſumme W n ; 8 

At 


That therebe reaſonable Salaries for the ſaid Treaſuters and 


other officers oftruſt ſot theit bener care in theit ſeverall of- 
hoes. 

That care be taken alſo that a true and exad accompr be 

quarterly or oftner given to the Lord Treaſurer of England, ot 
(uch other Commiſſhoner as your Majeſty ſhall from time to 
time appoint, to be pteſented ro your Majeſty of all the work 
and Rock of every Pariſh, and every wotł houſe in every Cor- 
poration and Hundred, and of every tock in every of your 
Majeſties torchoules, 
That care allo be taken that the luſtices of Peace in every 
Diviſion ia any County , or ſuch other Commiſſioners as 
Your Majcſty ſhall appoint, doe take care to ice the poor 
people ſo ſet to work be provided for , and to ſee the Maſters 
and Wardens perform their duty. to the end the poor be not 
overpreſt and abuſed : So that thete be not any Deceit or Fal- 
city in any of the Maſters and Wardens of euety Hundred and 
Corporation , and of every officer within every Pariſh; and 
that a true accompt be given by the ſevetall perſons afare 
named upon a good penalty by Fine and impriſonment as ſhall 
be thought meer. 

That ir pleaſe your Majeſty ro confider the Cry of the 
Poor in the Rreets, which comes through Idlenefs and for 
want of work, and negledꝭ and want of Maintenance for them 
and their poor children; by all which means aforciaid bring 
prepared, there is neither blinde nor lame, nor aged nor idle 
perſon,but may be put on work and imployed, and your Ma- 
jeſties ſubjeAs provided for, and your Mazefties Navies and 
Armies furniſhed both with proviſions for themſclves and 
with faithfull ſubjects, ſouldiets and ſeamen. 

That it will be more caſc for your Mazeſties ſubjeQts to 
maintain the poor at work then to maintain them in idleueſſe. 
and the avoidance: of the poor atending at Aſſiats and Sei- 
ons, for there arc, more poot people und one a 
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then peace . And by work itis more for the glory of 
God, the honor and ſafety of your Majeſties royall perſon and 
Kingdomes, for it is obſerved that through gaming and idle- 
neſſe comes nothing but ſwearing, imbeſling eſtates, blaſphe- 
ming, deſtruction of young Gentlemen, Apprentices and o- 
thers, and all mannet of Rebellion, Robbery, Murther,, Lu- 
xuriouſneſſe, poverty both to people and kingdomes , and all 
manner of vices and fins let in thereby. 

To prevent all pilphering , ſheep ſtealing, robbing of Hen- 
roots, and breaking up of houſes, and ſuch like tellows. 

That an Ad be that in every Pariſh there be kept one 
or more Rloud-hounds that will draw dry-foot at the charge 
of the Pariſh. 

It is alſo obſerved, in reading of ſome ancient Authours, as 
The Diall of Princes, and other Books, where there were grave 
Sages that cauſed Laws to avoid ldleneſſe, and that cauſed all 
people to be ſet on work, that the Emperours and other States 
and Kingdomes were able to defend themſelves, and the Kings 
and People bleſt : but when ldlenefle crept in, and work laid 
aſide, all manner of ſins ſprang — , and Rebellion 
followed, and what comes of Rebellion and Idleneſſe I hum- 
bly ſubmit 


Towr Majeſties moſt Faithful, 


WILLIAM OKEHAM, 


941. 


